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Introduction
Indigenous knowledge is a form of knowledge in which people believe and have

developed that over time in their societies. This knowledge is experiential and often
undergoes testing throughout the ages. It is aligned with local culture and
harmonized with the environment. Therefore, it possesses the necessary dynamism
and effectiveness. Indigenous knowledge provides favorable conditions for
development. Davis compares indigenous knowledge to the feathers of a bird, that
is, from the moment a bird grows its feathers, it learns to fly. Indigenous knowledge
is integral to a nation's capital, which includes beliefs, values, methods, and local
awareness. It evolves through centuries of trial and error in both natural and social
environments, frequently passes orally from generation to generation.
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Within this context, Indigenous knowledge traditional medicine, draws its roots
from ancestral experiences and continues to evolve as long as the society persists,
serving as a foundational aspect of its culture and technology. Indigenous
knowledge manifests in various dimensions and fields within rural areas, and by
using this knowledge can significantly contribute to the enhancement of rural
economic and health conditions. This article focuses on researching indigenous
knowledge and its correlation with traditional medicine in the rural area of Aleli,
Meshkinshahr, Ardabil province. The main aim of this research is environmental
issues and the preservation of traditional medicine in rural areas.

Research Background

Today, research and studies on indigenous knowledge of traditional medicine
conducted by Western and American universities are extensive, with numerous
examples available. However, in third-world and developing countries, research in
this field is limited and, in many cases, unacceptable, both in academic and open
spaces. Despite the potential practicality of such research, especially in third-world
and developing countries, the researchers of this article found minimal examples in
academic and online contexts.

Methodology

The methodology of this article is fundamentally applied in terms of purpose,
descriptive and ethnographic in nature. The studied community is the people of Alni
village, particularly the elderly women, who possess comprehensive knowledge of
the local traditional medicine known as "Panjeh Gorg-e Savalan." The theoretical
saturation method has been employed for the sample size, deviating from
probabilistic sampling methods. Unlike these methods, qualitative research does not
aim for generalization but strives for detailed description or explanation of a
phenomenon. The introduced criterion aims for maximum information about the
phenomenon, known as saturation in qualitative research. The tools used in this
combined (field and library) research include books, scientific articles, written
documents, field tools like video and photo cameras, audio recording devices,
interviews, slips, and notebooks.

Conclusion

Wolves have a significant presence in the legends, myths, and folklore of the people
of Azerbaijan, particularly in the village of Aleli. This presence is evident in the
structure of stories, legends, and sometimes in the structure of religious and spiritual
beliefs in the lives and thoughts of the people, especially the women of this village.
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The deep-rooted beliefs of these people in Shamanism (nature worship) have led to a
continued affinity for and love of various elements of nature and the ecosystem in
their daily lives. This connection is expressed through rituals, beliefs, and even
traditional medicine practices. Additionally, the development of the traditional
medicine industry within the structure of Indigenous knowledge contributes to the
issue of tourism and the attraction of visitors to these areas. Finally, economic
benefits are another crucial aspect that can have a positive impact on the social life
and well-being of families in this village.
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