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Introduction

Nomadic weavings are a prominent example of the artistic identity of nomads and
the most distinguished type of spontaneous creativity in Iran’s weaving system. In
the past, they were woven with a functional nature to meet the needs of the nomadic
and tribal community. However, based on the imagination, taste, and talent of the
artist, they are now decorated and embellished with patterns, and the weaver,
through the design of various patterns and diverse motifs in the process of mental
weaving and improvisation, presents simple, geometric patterns in the form of
abstraction and generalization. Despite the loss of their functional aspect, today they
are recognized as works with aesthetic and artistic dimensions.

One of the most important characteristics of the North Khorasan region is a diverse
ethnic composition of different ethnic groups, including Fars (Tat), Turk, Kurmanji,
Turkmen, and Baloch. This ethnic diversity is one of the influential and receptive
components in the pattern design of these ethnic groups’ weavings. "The presence of
diverse ethnicities with diverse cultures provides a fascinating and admirable
cohabitation for the production of handicrafts. Consequently, many motifs and
weaving techniques have found their way from one ethnic group to another, in such
a way that the collection of traditional arts and handicrafts of North Khorasan can be
considered a unique perspective on the evolution of different thoughts and beliefs."
(Kazempour and Soleimani, 1391: 47). Naturally, Kurmanji weavers have benefited
from the patterns of neighboring weavers, especially the weavers of the Turkmen
and Baloch ethnic groups, in the process of creating various patterns. This influence
is evident in some of the patterns.

The simplicity and geometricity of the motifs in Kurmanji handwoven fabrics are
among the prominent features in understanding the foundations of indigenous and
tribal (Eili) visual arts, which have not been extensively researched. Additional
characteristics include the technical and conceptual aspects of these works, mental
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weaving and improvisation, the application of natural and vibrant colors, the use of
mental algorithms, and the phenomena of life and nature in their surroundings.

The condensed and stylized depiction of forms places them at the level of valuable
artistic and museum-worthy works, although some of these weavings still retain
their utilitarian function. On other levels, myths and legends are prominently
displayed in the culture of the Kurmanji Eili tribes. Therefore, many of the motifs
originate from the beliefs and collective and personal beliefs of the weavers. These
weavings also possess technical dimensions in weaving techniques (knot weaving,
kilim weaving (chakdar), and jajim weaving are more important and prevalent
techniques.

Materials and Methods

This research aims to identify the types of handwoven Kurmanji rugs, the variety of
motifs, and their essence. Accordingly, the main question posed is: What are the
designs and motifs of Kurmanji handwoven rugs, and what is their nature? The
present study is a descriptive-analytical type of qualitative research, and data
collection is done in a library setting.

Literature Review

Since the Kurmanji Kurds and nomadic tribes are scattered in the northern and
eastern regions of Khorasan, researchers have made limited efforts to introduce and
study their weavings from various perspectives, including technical, artistic, and
aesthetic dimensions. Zolfaghari Kikanloo (1397) in his book “A Study of Symbols,
Motifs, and Designs of Kurdish Sofrehs in Khorasan,” has studied and introduced
common motifs, formal characteristics, and weaving techniques in Kurdish Kilim,
which is the most common type of sofreh. Qasemzadeh and Samanian (1391) in
their article “Design and Motif in Kurmanji Weavings of North Khorasan,” have
studied geometric and broken motifs in original Kurmanji weavings and their
susceptibility to the beliefs of the nomadic tribes in this region. Kazempour and
Soleimani (1391) in their article “A Study of Handwoven Motifs of North Khorasan
and Their Use in Sign Design,” while introducing the various motifs of North
Khorasan’s handwoven textiles, have examined the capacities of practical motifs in
sign design and logo design. Kamandloo (1397) in the article “A Look at Kurdish
Sofrehs of North Khorasan,” has studied and introduced the types of Kurdish
sofrehs, specifically kilim weavings, and the patterns and motifs used in them.
Bakhshi and Vandashari (1395) in the article “A Study of the Formal Structure,
Design, and Motifs of Original Kurdish Rugs of Khorasan (Razavi, Shomali),” have
studied and introduced the types of Kurdish rugs of Khorasan, which are inspired by
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nature. Safipour and Fahimifar (1398) in the article “A Study of the Motifs of
Kurdish Kilim Sofreh of North Khorasan,” have studied and classified the motifs of
Kurdish kilim sofrehs of North Khorasan. Merdani and Taheri (1399) in the article
“A Study of the Iconography of Natural Motifs in Kurmanji Kilim,” have analyzed,
classified, and studied the types of natural motifs and their origin from nature. In the
existing sources, some of the motifs of Kurmanji handwoven textiles have been
mentioned and briefly introduced. However, the present article takes a deeper and
more different look at the visual (Basri) dimension, especially by highlighting the
qualities of abstraction and generalization in these works, and will open a new
chapter for researchers and readers in the field of nomadic art.

Keywords: Native Knowledge, Kormanj, Woven, Pattern, Abstraction.
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