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1. Introduction

Most historical studies on textiles focus on their application in attires, as the main
use of fabrics, while smaller textile items are often overlooked; particularly since
these items were typically made of repurposed or worn-out pieces of fabric and had
a lower durability. Therefore, the objective of this article is to explore how we can
recover and analyze pieces of fabric used in Qajar kitchens and catering through the
digital archive of Harvard University. After a brief overview of textile decoration
methods, the categories of such cloth items were investigated.

2. Literature Review

Numerous articles have been written about the Iranian food culture during historical
periods. Mitra Zeinaliaslani et al. (2022) published "The reading of food rituals and
Safavid courtier cuisine through visual and written contexts" in the Iranian Studies
Journal. Similarly, Amir Ahangaran's examined this issue in his 2022 study
"Researching the eating habits and food taste of Iranians in the Safavid era" which
was published in Iranian Civilization Research. Ebrahim Mosapour (2011)
investigated the relationship between religion and the food culture of the Iranian
people during the Safavid and Qajar eras, which was titled "Religious teachings and
food culture of Iranian ordinary people" and published in the Islamic History and
Civilization Journal. Shahrzad Mohammadi Ayin published "Criticism and analysis
of views of travelogues on the food culture of the Iranians during the Qajar period”
in Tarikh-e Nou Quarterly Journal. However, for specific analysis of food-related
textiles, it is necessary to refer to the few scattered studies available on this subject.
Mafitabar and Sharifzade published "A Study on Application of Textiles in
Packaging Small-Sized Items in the Qajar Period Based on Written Documents and
Qualitative Properties of the Designs and Motifs" in the Journal of Islamic Crafts
in 2021. In another article, published in the Scientific Journal of Reaserch of Art,
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titled "The design and motif of textiles in Qajar furnishings based on historical
documents", they focus on the function of eating mats during the Qajar period. This
article builds upon previous research by analyzing how textiles were used in Qajar
kitchen and catering to recover and then analyze them and examine their decoration,
accessories, and motifs. Rather than solely examining museum samples, which are
motley of royal nature, this study investigates textiles used by the noble class and
commoners in daily life, which matches the quality of their economic status.

3.Methodology

This historical study used a descriptive-analytical method and the research data were
collected through document note-taking and image analysis. In addition, the author
interviewed elderly women to retrieve the names of commonly used textile items
during the Qajar era. Some of the items kept in the Reza Abbasi Museum that were
related to the subject of this study were also photographed. A purposeful sampling
method was employed to examine the textiles used in kitchens and catering during
this period. The statistical population consisted of the image documents available in
the Digital Archive of Harvard University Library, the Victoria and Albert Museum
in London, and the Reza Abbasi Museum.

4. Result

Surveys of museums and some private collections confirmed that only a few of the
catering-related Qajar-period textiles survived. This can be attributed to wear and
tear resulting from daily use, even in the royal class. It seems that only samples from
the later Qajar period and closer to the contemporary period could be recovered.
There are but few tangible samples, the majority of which were accessible through
the Digital Archive of Harvard University Library, with a few items held at
London's Victoria and Albert Museum. Surprisingly, only one sample was obtained
from the Reza Abbasi Museum in Tehran. A review of Qajar dowry manuscripts and
the surviving tangible samples showed that some of the main textile items used in
kitchens and catering included: tablecloths, eating mats, napkins, bread bags, pot lid
covers, pot holders, napkin bags, platter covers, samover mat, teapot cover, jug
covers, placemats, teapot mat, kettle mat, tray cover, wild rue bag, sugar pot covers,
sugar cube mat. Most of these items were generally small in size and were made
from re-purposed and worn-out pieces of cloth. This may explain why they were
embellished with needlework. Meanwhile, larger items such as tablecloths and
eating mats were typically embellished through block printing.

5. Conclusion
Finishing techniques can be seen in most fabric items used in Qajar catering, which
are completely based on weaving methods. These patterned items often feature floral
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designs, particularly using repeated patterns of paisley as a popular silk and wool
motif in fabrics called Termeh. The main Toranj-based finishing techniques
included needlework and block-printing followed by Vagireh. Moreover, floral
patterns and geometrical patterns were very common in these items, mostly
including samovar mats, kettle mats, and sugar cube bags made of single-color and
ordinary fabrics. Other items such as copper platter covers featured repeated motifs.
In these cases, in addition to rare patterns such as Moharramat in bread bags, there
are floral patterns particularly paisley throughout the fabric, mostly used in teapot
covers.
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