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Introduction:

Tazareh is a castle in the Northeast of Damghan in a strategic and defensive
position, surrounded by mountains and impassable roads is worthy of investigation
in order to study the components of passive defense. This defensive castle is located
at the mouth of the waterway entrance of Tazareh village and on the crossing way
between the Northern and Southern areas of the Alborz mountains. In terms of
positioning, camouflage, reinforcement and some other basics, passive defense has
unique features.

Literature Review:

There is no independent research about the introduction of Tazareh Castle in
Damghan except for a few lines in Rezaei's article and his colleagues(2013).
However, in the articles that refer to the field of passive defense in Iran's historical
castles and fortifications, there are a number of articles by Asgharian Jadi (2010),
Pirmohammadi & Saqaee (2016), Farzin(2020), Hajilo et colleagues (2021) that can
be considered and used.Then, This subject has needful in the Indigenous Knowledge.

Methodology:

The study and identification of Tazareh Castle is based on the descriptive-analytical
research method and on the basis of field surveys and library studies. The basic
framework and shape of the current research relies on local visits and with the help
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of necessary tools such as photos, slides and the map of the transit routes.GIS, map,
plan, geomorphological maps

Results:

From the point of view of the principles of passive defense, especially locating,
camouflage, strengthening, build obstacles and dispersion, Tazareh fortress
prevented the access and direct view of the enemy, and in the field of architectural
design, by observing points such as multi-functional space, reparability, security of
buildings, emergency crossings and internal-external facade design,as a defense
structure, have played a key role in maintain the security of human dwellings and
economic centers.

Discussion:

The environmental geography of Tazareh fortress has benefited from several
requirements for defensive purposes, including: the strategic and defensive
location(camouflage) in connection with the two mountainous and desert climates of
Damghan region, providing social security to the inside and outside of the
residential areas of Tezreh, protecting the water sources of the underground aquifers
in the east of Damghan, the connection ring with the temporary routes of people's
traffic between Tabaristan and Qomess and also, two general types of facilities can
be seen in the construction of the castle: A- Natural, including: being placed on a
height, relying on the mountain and the strategic location and B- Artificial,
including: ramparts, towers, ditches and other man-made structures. Among the
other requirements of the defense architecture of Tazreh Castle, it can mention:
spatial multi-functionality, interior architecture, restoration and the location of the
entrance of the castle. By considering the hypotheses of the connection of the castle
with the ruling center of the region and the hegemony of the passage ways and water
sources, the multi-purpose aspect of this fortress is clearly defined.

Conclusion:

Tazareh castle has a strategic location and a protective application, which is worthy
of attention from the aspect of the basics of passive defense. Considering the
principle of location, the builders of the fortress built their defense facilities in an
impregnable place and benefited from passive defense elements such as the strategic
location in the region, the use of slopes, walls and natural cliffs to defend the
settlements and the financial and water resources of the region, the ability to use
stone, mortar and building materials of the region, as well as the skill of building
high and strong walls and towers, have succeeded in building a multi-purpose and
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stable fortress.Tazreh fortress can be investigated from various historical and
archaeological aspects, but apparently, the existential philosophy of this castle could
be for several reasons:

1- Due to the situation of Souq Al-Jishi, the castle is at the only entrance to the
village and Alborz pass, the castle was built to protect human settlements and
monitor the east and west passes of Qoms province.

2- Looking at the ancient roots of the name of Tazreh, it may be suggested that the
current village of Tezreh was the summer residence of the ancient rulers and the
castle was used to preserve part of the government's treasures.

3. Although it is not possible to find an exact relationship between the Tazreh castle
and the castles of the Ismaili sect in the mountains north of Damghan, such as:
Mansourkoh and Gardkoh, etc., but perhaps in the same centuries of Ismaili
activism, this fortress was considered as a refuge to prevent invasions and natural
hazards.
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