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1. Introduction
As one of the most important professions in the Safavid era, fabric weaving played a
significant role in the economy, culture, and social conditions of Iranian society and
made many progress during the Safavid period. The expansion of governmental
fabric weaving workshops and the gathering of artists in these workshops made
valuable textiles from this period to be remembered. These textiles were often used
to supply the clothes of courtiers, luxurious curtains, and the covering of royal
tombs. The use of motifs in large dimensions, multiple visual elements to display a
literary flow, different texture methods for pattern clarity, and design variety are
some of the characteristics of the Safavid era, which were neglected after that era.
Accordingly, the most important goals of this study are as follows:

- Introducing one of the special methods of fabric weaving in the Safavid era.

- Analysis of the weaving method of the aforementioned fabric.

In this regard, it has been attempted to give a reasonable answer to the question of
this study: “What is the technical method of weaving the Prince and Captive
fabric?”

2. Literature Review
The extent of the function of art in different strata of society is such that it is
possible to assess its history from the oldest period of history until now. Therefore,

Corresponding Author: davodi@gmail.com& davodi@iauyazd.ac.ir
How to Cite: Taghadosnejad, Z; Davodiroknabadi, A; Sharifzadeh, M. R .(2024).
Analysis of the Prince and Captive Fabric Preserved in the Metropolitan Museum,
Semiannual Journal of Indigenous Knowledge Iran,11(21) , 175-211.

ISSN: 2345-6019 Received: 12/8/2023  Review: 28/10/2023  Accepted: 5/2/2024 Original Reserch

eISSN: 2538-2543



Semiannual Journal Of Indigenous Knowledge ... | Vol.11 | No. 21 | Spring 2024| 176

some research papers related to the topic of this article are introduced as
background:

The third chapter of a book entitled: “Looking at the fabric weaving of the Islamic
era” in addition to the evaluation of the art of fabric weaving in different periods,
also deals with the art of fabric weaving of the Safavid era (Roohfar, 2012).
Talebpour (2013) in the eighth chapter of her book entitled: "History of Fabrics and
Textiles in Iran" explained about the historical antiquity of fabric weaving and
textile art in different periods and ways of decorating fabrics. Also, in an article
entitled "Weaving in the Safavid Era: Historically, Styles and Functions", motifs,
textile developments, and the level of support of the kings of the Safavid era for the
art of weaving are studied (Talebpour, 2017). In an article entitled: “Study of the
Design and Pattern of Zarbaft Fabrics of the Safavid Period (Case Study: Human
Figure Design)” Ebrahimi Naghani and Jafari Dehkordi (2017) evaluated the
patterning of Zarbaft fabrics with human motifs, values, and aesthetic components in
Safavid painting.

In all the mentioned research, the art of weaving of the Safavid era has been
introduced and the methods of decoration have been evaluated from the perspective
of history, style, function, and the type of motifs. In addition, in some studies, the
weaving art of the Safavid era has been compared with the periods before or after
the Safavid era. Based on this, it is evident that there is a gap in research with the
approach to evaluating the weaving method of Safavid era fabrics, which has been
addressed in this research. In this study, the method, weaving stages, and warp beam
method of a fabric belonging to the Safavid period are explained which have not
been discussed so far.

3. Methodology

The study method is descriptive-analytical and the information is based on library
studies and interviews with artist professors of the gold weaving workshop of
Traditional Arts Research Center. The fabric studied in this research with the title:
"Safavid courtiers and Georgian captives (or princes and captives)" belongs to the
Safavid era, which is currently kept in the Metropolitan Museum. This fabric is
made of silk and Glabton (or gold) thread, unfortunately, parts of it have fallen.

4. Results and discussion

The findings show that the prince and captive motif has been implemented by using
an Atlasi-daraei texture on the mentioned fabric. Also, the method to create this
pattern in the mentioned fabric is in the form of a train (1/2 rotation transverse
report). Probably, this fabric was woven in the first school of weaving of the Safavid
era, which was influenced by the painting school of Tabriz.

The results show that in the weaving of this fabric, the combination of two
mechanisms of Atlasi and Daraei are used at the same time. In this weaving method,
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by using one more row of warp, the wefts are restrained both on the fabric and
behind it. For this reason, the mentioned fabric is a weft type and none of the Atlasi
threads are visible in the texture. In addition, in this method, double-layer silk
fabrics are woven, which have very high strength.

6. Conclusion

Based on the evaluation of the image and the place of the falling pile in the
mentioned fabric, it was determined that the said fabric has two layers and is woven
in the style of atlasi-daraei. In addition, for the weaving of this fabric, a loom with
eight heald shafts has been used, including four Atlasi healds for the background
texture, and four Daraei healds for the pattern weaving.
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