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Introduction

Throughout history, Iranians' livelihoods were contingent on agriculture and
farming, and affluent landowners and lords were regarded as noble and high social
strata. Existing historical and archaeological records and documents demonstrate
agricultural heritage sites in Iran's cultural area. Some are related to farmsteads,
which developed from the early Islamic ages to the twentieth century and were
utilized for centuries as a means of subsistence and commerce.

They had four ownership system types: endowment, lordship, court and regality.
Personal and lordship farmsteads were administered and economically exploited by
the owner and lord of the farmstead. The owner supervises the dredging of the
ganats to the restoration of the connected features, and he covers the expenditures,
but court farmsteads were handed up to officials and princes instead of their rights,
and a part of its income was paid to the central government as a tax. The regality
farmsteads also belonged to the king and the royal family and were leased to others.
A number of farmsteads with quadruple ownership gradually came under lordly
ownership during the Qajar and Pahlavi periods. Historical farmsteads have
undergone physical and functional changes as a result of this type of ownership,
which has called into question the authenticity and identity of the sites in light of
political, social, and economic developments in Iran during and after this time.

Problem statement

The moot point of the research is the need for a deeper understanding of the
relationship between lordly ownership and the life of Iranian farmsteads during the
Qajar and Pahlavi periods, and this article aims to introduce the influential elements
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using the interpretive approach and historical interpretive strategy. This article
attempted to analyze the topic in the context of political, social, and economic
events during the Qajar and Pahlavi periods in connection to the architecture of
farmsteads, as well as to delve into greater detail using the Qazibala farmstead as a
case study.

Finding

This farmstead is located near the city of Qom in the hot and dry climate of Iran and
belongs to the Khalaj family. During the Qajar period, this family chose this place
for the production of agricultural products and economic exploitation due to the
presence of suitable water sources and fertile lands, and they were able to provide
the necessary human resources by gathering subjects from the surrounding areas and
settling them inside the fences of the farmstead. The owner of the Qazibala
farmstead was Mohammad Hossein Khan Khalaj, the commander of the army
during the period of Mohammad-Shah Qajar, and naturally, this farmstead was also
the place of travel and residence of the kings and nobles of the country. Hasan Ali
Khan Afshar and Naser al-Din Shah visited the Qazibala farmstead and its mansion
during the Qajar period. According to historical records, the Qazibala farmstead had
a consistent population, with 226 individuals living there by the end of land reform
in 1967.

According to aerial photographs from the 1960s, the farmstead's primary structure is
of the "Agriculture Castle" type, with physical parts added to satisfy the farm
residents' residential, defence, service, and religious needs. Water supply was an
important issue during the formation of the farmstead; For this reason, before the
formation of the farmstead, the lords had purchased water sources and qanats
connected to it, namely Dehkan Qanat, Qazi Qanat and Firoozabad Qanat, and
assigned duties for each qanat line. They produced winter and summer crops such as
wheat, barley, alfalfa, pomegranate, grapes, almonds and berries, and before the
silkworm disease in Iran in 1860, they produced silk and then cotton and exported
them to the cities of Yazd and Kashan and the country of Russia and were in contact
with the outside world.

Conclusions

The results from Qazibala farmstead reveal that farmstead life in the Qajar and
Pahlavi periods went through three evolutionary stages, each influenced by four
major elements. These factors were also the originators of physical and functional
transformations in similar historical farmsteads because the majority of Iran's
farmsteads were formed in a hot and dry climate with geographical, cultural, and
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social similarities, and their emergence as a function of the complex equations of the
governmental, political, and judicial economies. And they were used and
administered across Iran using the same jurisprudential, economic, and social
foundations. After the passing of centuries, these farmsteads are now in different
states, some of them became ruins, some were renovated by new owners and they
can operate in the fields of agritourism and farm-tourism with the same system of
personal ownership in the form of a historical farmstead, and revive the agricultural
system based on the modern water supply system and the use of local plant and tree
species and help the economy of the region.

Preliminary investigations show that they can have a good relationship with GIAHS
and be registered in the World Agricultural Heritage List. The five GIAHS criteria
can be adapted to Iranian farmstead and investigated in an independent study. Also,
examining the physical and non-physical similarities and differences between
Iranian farmsteads with farmsteads in Europe and America in the future can widen
the scope of research and help to introduce more of them in the domestic and
international spheres.

Keywords: Iranian Farmsteads, Agricultural Heritage, Lordly Ownership, Qazibala,
Giahs.
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