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Introduction

One of the primary needs of humans from the past to the present, in addition to
providing food and clothing, is providing shelter to protect them from environmental
changes (such as heat and cold). It is clear that before the beginning of the period of
agriculture and settlement, providing food for early humans was accompanied by
difficulties; therefore, to solve this problem, humans have always resorted to forced
migrations for easier access to food sources. On the other hand, based on the
biological model of nomads, black tents have been formed as suitable housing for
nomadic people to the extent that collective help is needed to prepare, launch, or
collect them. In other words, the black tent, like providing security and food, is one
of the things that require the spirit of cooperation in a nomadic life. Afterward, to
provide these needs, the man learned that he could get whatever he wanted from his
environment. This caused the formation of valuable local skills and knowledge in
the nomadic life, which has no equivalent to this day. The traditional weaving art of
the black tent, which was born as a dwelling for nomads, is one of these skills. After
the desire to settle down, the flourishing era of the black tent also faded; however,
due to new applications in the lives of rural and urban people, it was reactivated
after periods of stagnation, and now it is considered a kind of artistic tourist
attraction.

Accordingly, this study aims to preserve and spread the intangible cultural heritage
of black tent weaving as one of the most important identity elements of nomadic
life. In this regard, Seyedal village, which is considered the center of black tent
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weaving in South Khorasan province, was studied. The most important questions of
this research are: What is the practical method for weaving a black tent in Seyedal
village? Has the traditional weaving art of the black tent been influenced by local
raw materials and local culture?

Literature Review

Up to now, no scientific research has been published about the practical method of
weaving black tents. Most studies have focused on the morphology of black tents
based on social, cultural, ethnic, and tribal customs. The information provided is
based on a document of intangible heritage entitled "The Weaving Skill of Black
Tent in Seyedal Village, South Khorasan," which has been registered under the
number 2230 by the authors.

Materials and Methods

This descriptive-analytical study is based on library and field studies, and interviews
with artistic weavers and handicraft experts in Seyedal village and Nehbandan city
in South Khorasan province.

Results and Discussion

The findings show that the black tent of Seyedal village is prepared by using the
goat hair called Korki. Goat hair is a protein fiber with physical and chemical
properties similar to wool (such as lightness, elegance, high resistance to wear and
heat, good swelling, anti-insect, and natural shield against snake bites). This fiber
naturally has some fat in its structure, which prevents the penetration of water or
raindrops into the wall of a black tent. The unique feature of the goat hair is that it
contracts due to heat and expands in cold. It causes that in the heat of summer, the
threads between the woven fabrics shrink and open, and the airflow easily enters the
black tent. Thus, the nomad's resting place is naturally cooled. On the other hand, in
the cold of winter, this fiber expands and it also prevents cold air, snow, and rain
from entering the black tent.

Furthermore, the weaving of black cloth for the tent includes the following steps:
carding (initial manual cleaning, separating fluff from hair and aligning the fibers
with the help of a wooden comb), spinning (spinning yarn with a wooden spindle,
wicking and preparing a ball of yarn), threading, weaving (with the help of a
horizontal wooden loom) and final sewing. It is worth noting that all of these steps
are done manually and traditionally, and with simple tools by several assistants. The
patterns on the black tents of the village of Seyedal also follow the weaver's mental
pattern and are usually of the type of man (or shepherd), goat, or geometric.
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Conclusion

The black tent is a mobile and four-season nomadic dwelling that is woven from
goat hair with the cooperation of nomadic men and women. The black tents prepared
from the nomadic ecosystem of Seyedal village have special features such as
resistance to weather changes, lightness, easy transportation, and preventing the
entry of biting animals. In addition to meeting the needs of nomads in South
Khorasan province, these tents are also exported to neighboring countries. The
production of black tents requires specialized skills that cannot be managed by a
single craftsman alone. Therefore, the cooperative spirit among the residents of
Seyedal has flourished, bolstered by their shared expertise in the traditional art of
tent weaving.

Keywords: Black Tent, Traditional Hand-woven, Seyedal Village, South Khorasan
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