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1. Introduction

Hassan Zirak was a vocal artist who recorded over a thousand songs on various
themes from 1953 to 1972. He is one of the most renowned singers of Kurdish songs
who produced artistic work under exceedingly difficult circumstances. It appears
that the latent function and unintended consequences of his songs extend beyond
mere expressions of beauty. The aim of this research is to identify the types of
clothing and adornments of women in Hassan Zirak’s songs and their latent function

in cultural transmission and the preservation of intangible heritage.

2. Review of Literature

Farhadi, in two studies (both 2014), extensively discussed the importance of
attention to indigenous knowledge and societal creativity, its reflection in folklore,
learning from the illiterate, and the relationship of folklore with nature, culture, and
society. According to him, indigenous knowledge is not separate from folklore and
its importance is vitally important for anthropologists. Mohammadzadeh and
Ghorbani (2025), in a research project, focused on the musical geography of Hassan
Zirak and mapped this geography using GIS software. Salimpour Abkenar
(2022:179), in his research, studied the knowledge of color among the Baluch ethnic
group through their handwoven textiles, considering traditional arts as a platform for
the expression of women's aspirations, desires, tastes, and sensibilities, and regarded
it as one of the most important resources for studying the culture and art of a region's
people. Yasini and Bicharanlu (2018:1), using discourse analysis, examined the
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cinematic construction of the aesthetics of women's clothing across three periods
(valuation, construction, and reform) and interpreted its changes. Elahi introduced
clothing as a factor of collective identity; according to this researcher, clothing is the
most important and distinct manifestation of identity, as well as the most rapidly
transmitted and prominent cultural marker (Elahi, 2010:7).

3. Methodology

Within the quantitative/qualitative research paradigm (Mohammadpour, 2018), the
present study adopts a qualitative approach, and specifically uses qualitative content
analysis to examine women's clothing and adornments in Hassan Zirak’s folk songs.
The statistical population for this study is the book Naleye Shekineh by Nasiri Nia
(2015), which encompasses the majority of Hassan Zirak's songs. For this purpose,
the entire text served as the basis of the study, and no specific songs were sampled.
All verses or lines from the songs that described the types of women's clothing and
ornaments were extracted from the entire text. In this study, focusing on the research
objective, we concentrated on the reflection of women's attire and adornments in the
song lyrics. After data collection, and based on human anatomy—from head to
toe—we identified the types of clothing and possible adornments for each body part.
We then cited specific examples from the text, with clear references, to accurately
describe the clothing and ornaments for each body part. The entire text was searched
twice. In this research, examples of women's clothing and adornments from the
poems of other poets that Zirak performed as songs were not selected. At the same
time, folkloric poems were not separated from those composed by Zirak himself.

4. Results

Hassan Zirak depicted his living environment in his songs. In doing so, he paid
particular attention to the beauty of women and endeavored to reference their
clothing, ornaments, beauty marks, and even their domestic and living environments
in his lyrics. Among the songs, names of fabrics can be found—some produced in
the artist's local community, some in Tehran, and others in Rasht and Kerman.
Women's various garments are described in the songs with great precision.
Additionally, all types of adornments used by women can be identified through
these songs. Some of these garments and ornaments are no longer in use today. In
essence, Zirak's songs have preserved a part of cultural heritage through their latent

function.
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5. Conclusion

Hassan Zirak, with his unique sensitivity and ethnographically informed perspective,
meticulously described various fabrics, traditional garments, and women's
adornments in his songs. These descriptions go beyond mere aesthetic expression,
serving as living artistic documents that record and transmit the details of intangible
cultural heritage. In this way, Hassan Zirak was not only an artist but also a narrator
of the material and spiritual culture of his society. His songs function like an oral
museum, ensuring that even as lifestyles change, authentic traces of the community's
past heritage remain alive in collective memory. By becoming part of a shared
cultural memory, his songs have played three key roles: preserving intangible
heritage, strengthening collective identity, and facilitating intergenerational cultural

transmission.

Keywords: Kurdish Songs, Intangible Heritage, Adornments, Women's Clothing,
Hassan Zirak.
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