Semiannual Journal Of Indigenous Knowledge Iran

Volume 12, Issue 24, Autumn & Winter 2026, P 45-80 =) ATU
gjik.atu.ac.ir NOH
DOI: doi.org/10.22054/qjik.2025.87535.1471 PRESS

Indigenous Knowledge of Making Traditional Footwear
in the Village of Korit

Assistant Professor, Traditional Arts
Research Group, Research Institute of
Cultural, Heritage, and Tourism
(RICHT), Tehran, Iran.

Samera Salimpour Abkenar *

Handicraft Studies and Research Expert,
General  Directorate  of  Cultural

Amir Anvari Moghadam Heritage, Handicrafts and Tourism of

South Khorasan, Birjand, Iran.

1. Introduction

Giveh (traditional Iranian footwear) has been a favorite footwear of various Iranian
ethnic groups from the past to the present due to its coolness, flexibility,
breathability, lightness, and high strength. It is worth mentioning that this traditional
footwear has a variety of appearances, forms, colors, and materials under the
influence of various factors (such as weather conditions, customs, traditions,
professions, and social classes). Previously, the art and craft of giveh weaving had
particular growth and prosperity in various regions of Iran. However, after the
introduction of leather and industrial shoes, the production of this footwear declined.
Unfortunately, today in many Iranian cities, nothing remains except the names of
master artists and the memory of the giveh weaving workshops. The village of Korit
in South Khorasan Province is considered one of the important centers with an old
history in the traditional art of giveh weaving. Thereafter, the craft became obsolete
due to the unfortunate Tabas earthquake. It was revived and reproduced in 2014
through the efforts of the cultural, heritage, and handicrafts administration. In this
regard, this research aims to protect indigenous knowledge and document the stages
of traditional footwear production in the village of Korit by registering its master
craftsmen. Also, this study aims to find appropriate answers to these critical
questions: What are the practical steps for weaving traditional Korit village
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footwear? What is the relation between the production of the footwear with locally
raw materials and the living conditions of the residents of Korit village?

2. Literature Review

To date, no scientific research has been published on the production method of
traditional Korit footwear. Therefore, the study represents a preliminary step
towards preserving the intangible cultural heritage of traditional indigenous art
related to foot-wearing in the village of Korit, Tabas County.

3. Methodology

This descriptive-analytical study draws onthe authors' nationally registered
document (No. 1316) concerning this intangible heritage, and is based on library
research and interviews with craftsmen living in the village of Korit, a district of
Tabas County in South Khorasan province.

4. Results and Discussion

The findings indicate that the traditional art of sewing footwear (or giveh weaving)
has been prevalent in Tabas city and its surrounding villages since ancient times.
One of the most important features of this footwear is that the raw materials used to
make the tops, soles, and other parts are completely natural and indigenous. In
addition, the sewing of Korit footwear includes preliminary steps—raw giveh,
tirgiveh, and cotton thread—and main steps: rib-punching, making a giveh sole,
giveh weaving, and embroidering. It should be noted that all stages of sewing these
native footwears are carried out manually and traditionally, and with simple tools,
by the artistic hands of the men and women of the village of Korit. Also, Korit's
footwear do not have a left or right side, and each of their straps can be worn on
either the right or left foot. Among the ritual functions of traditional Korit footwear
is its use in collective rituals (celebrations, dances, and group martial arts
performances).

5. Conclusion

Giveh is a type of footwear that has been made from natural and locally raw
materials, such as cotton yarn, untanned cow (or camel) leather, and braided goat
hair, from the past to the present. The value of traditional Korit footwear refers to
the spirit of "cooperation and collaboration" between the men and women of the
village in its production. At first, skilled men, with their good physical strength,
carry out the laborious stage of building the Giveh's sole. Then, the weaver's women
carefully weave the upper part of the footwear. The production quality and design of
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these footwears are such that they are exported to other regions of Iran in addition to
the capital. After the arrival of machine-made shoes and the Tabas earthquake, the
indigenous art of producing footwear declined and became obsolete. However, since
2014, with the help of cultural heritage, tourism, and handicrafts administration, this
craft has been revived and reintroduced in the Tabas region. The revival of this
indigenous art has therefore not only preserved intangible cultural heritage but also
contributed to employment and artistic tourism in the village of Korit.

Keywords: Traditional Footwear (or Giveh), Korit Village, Tabas Town, South
Khorasan.
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1. Light cotton summer shoes
2. Jean Chardin (1643-1713)
3. Pietro Della Valle (1586- 1652)
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