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1.Introduction

The threats that have endangered numerous rituals, displacing them from the cycle
of human life, also imperil the ritual of Nakhl-Gardani. This is evident from the
transformations in its mode of performance, its prerequisites, and its concluding
phases, which have led to a deviation from its traditional-spiritual framework. Given
that the Nakhl, as a central symbolic object, constitutes the core of the Nakhl-
Gardani ritual, around which the practice has historically developed, the
preservation of the Nakhl itself is integral to the ritual's survival. Owing to the
reciprocal relationship between the ritual of Nakhl-Gardani and its ritual object, the
Nakhl, and given that the ritual's process is inextricably linked to the Nakhl's
presence, identifying threats to the authentic continuity of the Nakhl cannot be
inextricable from processes occurring within the ritual system. Furthermore, an
examination of the mechanisms of Nakhl-Gardani within the cultural-geographical
context of Yazd's desert region reveals emergent challenges and threats to this
system.

2. Literature Review

Scientific studies on the nature and typology of rituals—and by extension, on Nakhl-
Gardani—are a relatively recent development, while research specifically focused
on the pathology of rituals and ritual objects remains scarce and innovative. In the
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domain of intangible heritage pathology, a pertinent study is Pathology of Linguistic
Heritage through Recognizing Its Position and Function in Cultural Heritage
(Abouei, Yadegari, & Efazat, 2016). Among early scholars, Chelkowski not only
investigated Nakhl-Gardani but also attended to the ritual object itself, publishing
his initial findings as early as 1979 (Chelkowski, 1979; 2010). Anthropologist
Bolukbashi has conducted significant research on this ritual, including historical and
comparative analyses across diverse cultural-geographical areas, with references to
the structure of the Nakhl (Bolukbashi, 1980; 2010). Abdolazim Pouya also
examined the rationale and modalities of the ritual as practiced in Yazd (Pouya,
2000). These works represent some of the earliest scholarly contributions directly
addressing Nakhl-Gardani in Iran. In recent years, further research in the form of
articles, theses, and books has approached the ritual primarily from anthropological
and semiotic perspectives (e.g., Malek Sabet, 1994; Kazemini, 2008; Seyed
Alizadeh, 2015; Kazemi, 2012; Hamidi & Shateri, 2016; Vafaei Shahi, 2004; Khaki
& Ghaedi, 2014; Es-haqi & Mirrazi, 2009; Babaei & Taghizadeh Davari, 2016;
Jamshidi Goharrizi, 2010; Dashtaki, 2013; Zarezadeh & Rahbarnia, 2013; Saeidi,
2007; Asgari, 2013; Golbaf Banadaki, 1997; Latifi & Hajizadeh Bahmedi, 2012;
Vafaei Shahi, 2006). However, no dedicated study was identified that focuses
specifically on the pathology of either the Nakhl-gardani ritual or the Nakhl as a
ritual object.

3. Methodology

This study employs a descriptive-analytical methodology. A substantial portion of
knowledge pertaining to Nakhl-Gardani, the traditional craft of Nakhl-making, and
the associated customs and practices of ritual participants and artisans exists within
the community's oral tradition and has not been formally documented.
Consequently, alongside a review of written sources, field observations and
interviews were indispensable. Fieldwork encompassed three consecutive years of
direct observation of the ritual in Yazd. Semi-structured interviews were conducted
with four key informant groups: (1) trustees and caretakers of the ritual sites
(tekyehs and hosseiniyehs) housing the Nakhls; (2) active ritual participants engaged
in decorating, carrying, and organizing the Nakhl; (3) knowledgeable community
members, including elders, long-term residents, and interested youths; and (4)
traditional master craftsmen specializing in the construction and repair of the Nakhl.
The fieldwork was conducted within Yazd's historic urban fabric, notably in
neighborhoods such as Lab-e-Khandaq, Fahadan, Maryamabad, Shah Abolgasem,
Chahar Menar, Kucheh Buyuk, Vaqt-o-Sa’at, and Bazar-e Now, with a focus on 14
tekyehs and hosseiniyehs known for sustaining the ritual. Data validity and
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reliability were ensured through member checking, in which findings were verified
with 20 interviewees, and through prolonged engagement facilitated by the three-
year fieldwork period, which allowed for deep immersion and nuanced
understanding.

4. Results and Conclusion

The study identifies multiple threats to the authentic continuity of the ritual, which
can be categorized into three primary areas:

1- Threats to the community's faith in the foundational concepts of Nakhl-Gardani
and its perseverance.

2- Threats to the historical traditions and customary practices embedded within the
ritual system of Nakhl-Gardani.

3- Threats to the knowledge and skills required for the traditional methods of
constructing, preserving, and transmitting the craft of Nakhl-making.

Furthermore, tourism development and urban expansion were identified as
significant external factors disrupting the sustainability of the authentic ritual
practice.
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