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Abstract (Times New Roman font, 12- with 150-250 words)

This research, which investigates and analyzes the Khomein carpet, is the
result of a field activity that does not have a theoretical or library aspect.
khomein is one of the southern regions of the central province and due to its
proximity to Arak, Kashan, Golpayegan, Khansar and Aligoudarz, it is one of
the most important carpet weaving hubs of Iran from the past to the present.
with the presence of Lilian and Reyhan - two old centers of carpet weaving -
in this area, this place has a double importance; although, despite its long
history, compared to other areas of carpet production in Central Province, it
has had less time to be introduced. therefore, the main question of the research
is, what are the technical and aesthetic characteristics of khomin carpet? also,
the purpose of this research is to study, identify, introduce and analyze the
technical and aesthetic dimensions of the carpet of this region. some of the
findings of the research include the following: carpet production has greatly
decreased compared to the past. Raj shomar of carpets(number of knots in 5.6
cm) in the past is between 20 and 25 and today it is between 30 and 35. today,
in addition to carpet weaving, tableau weaving, embossed rugs and gebe are
also woven. the largest dimensions include the tabletop (kharak), a cubit and
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a half, two cubits, six and nine meters. in the past, designs were more diverse
and along with urban designs, rural and nomadic designs such as Lilian and
Bandreyhan were also woven. But today, only all kinds of Lachakh and Toranj
and Shah Abbasi designs are woven in Arak, Kashan, Isfahan (Golpaygan)
and Qom. this research is of field and qualitative research type, descriptive-
analytical research method and field data collection method.
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A Study of the Technological and Aesthetic Dimensions of
Khomin Carpets

Hand-woven carpets are an expression of national art and local identity,
forming part of the artistic and cultural heritage of Iranian society, with
diverse schools and styles across different regions of the country. Markham
Central Province—famed as the “Land of the Sun”—is one of the oldest
carpet-weaving schools, which was introduced to the international community
from the Qajar era and the mid-nineteenth century onwards through the carpet
production of Sultanabad, Farahan, Sarug, and Lilian, districts dependent on
Khomin. Khomin, located in the south of Markazi Central Province and
adjacent to Arak, is one of the regions with a long-standing tradition of carpet
weaving. With its production of village carpets and exquisite designs, it has
been in the limelight since the nineteenth century. However, over time and
owing to various factors—including the emigration of the Armenians residing
in Khomeyn—carpet weaving in this region fell into decline, and both its
qualitative and quantitative output diminished to the extent that today this
activity continues only on a limited basis, in domestic and workshop settings.
The weaving style of Khomin carpets is village-based and, in technical terms,
“semi-classical,” with designs and patterns influenced by the carpets of Arak.
Among the most notable carpet productions of this region are the Armenian-
woven carpets of Lilian and Reyhan, examples of which are preserved in
reputable international museums and collections. This article seeks to
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examine, analyze, and introduce the current state of carpet weaving in Khomin
County from technological and aesthetic perspectives. Accordingly, the
question raised with regard to the subject of the present research is: what are

the technological and aesthetic dimensions of Khomin carpets?

Research Methodology

This is a qualitative and predominantly field-based study, with a lesser
theoretical component. Nevertheless, in the course of the study, it examines
and analyzes the technological and aesthetic dimensions and components of
Khomin carpets. In this research, “Khomeyn carpet” encompasses the entire
body of production currently carried out in nine workshops as well as a
considerable number of home-based weavings. Since the majority of these
products are, in terms of design and pattern, largely uniform, and since access
to home-based production was not feasible, the examination and analysis were
concentrated on the products of the active workshops. The research is
developmental in nature, and the research method is descriptive-analytical.

Data were collected through fieldwork.

Results

“With the exception of the Lilian and Shakh-e Bozi (goat horn) designs—
which are specific to the village of Lilian and Armenian-inhabited areas—as
well as the specific Reyhan design exclusive to the village of Reyhan, the
remaining designs are shared with and influenced by neighboring centers,
particularly Arak. Among the most common of these are various Lachak-o-
Toranj (corner and medallion) designs in diverse dimensions and color
palettes, as well as Afshan-e Shah-Abbasi (all-over Shah-Abbasi), Shekargahi
(hunting ground), Jangali (forest), Tak-Boteh (single paisley), Dasteh-goli
(floral bouquet), and Kheshti (brick/tile) designs. Currently, in addition to
carpets, other hand-woven products such as relief-patterned kilims, pictorial
rugs (landscapes and portraits), and, in some southern villages of Khomin such
as Ashnakhor, Gabeh weaving, are also produced and offered. Through the
examination and visitation of all active workshops and home-based weavings,
it has been determined that carpets with Lachak-o-Toranj and Afshan-e Shah-
Abbasi designs are woven in various forms and sizes of large-format pieces
(dimensions of six, nine, and twelve square meters), while Gabehs are woven
in sizes ranging from two to four square meters. In general, the majority of
production consists of six- and nine-square-meter carpets, as well as various
types of pictorial rugs. Furthermore, the color palettes of the carpets
predominantly utilize light, soft, neutral, and matte tones, although red is also
employed alongside them. In general, the number of colors used in Khomin
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carpets ranges from 12 to 15, with white or gold silk sometimes incorporated
as well. An important point to note is that vibrant colors are used much less
frequently today compared to the past.”

The Geographical and Historical Situation, Historical Monuments,
and Tourism Areas of Khomin

Khomin is one of the significant areas of Markkazi Central Province,
possessing historical, ancient, and tourism sites. Among these, one may
mention the petroglyphs and rock carvings of Timareh, and the Salar
Mohtasham Fortress—which today houses the Khomeyn Anthropology
Museum containing cultural heritage and works of art and civilization,
including household implements, agricultural and subsistence tools, as well as
statues that embody the indigenous rituals of the Khomeyn region.

The Indigenous and Traditional Arts of Khomeyn

Khomeun County has long been home to its own traditional arts and
handicrafts. In addition to carpet weaving, kilim and jajim weaving—which
are among the oldest arts of the town—it has also enjoyed renown in other
arts. These include various wood-related arts such as sculptural carving and
figural carving, monabbat (relief carving), kharati (wood-turning), engraving,
mo’arraq (marquetry), fine and exquisite inlay work, wooden lattice-work
(shabakeh), and beautiful, high-quality khatam work. Pottery and the
production of various ceramic wares are likewise among the old arts of this
region. Moreover, various metal arts—including engraving on copper,
chalangari (ironsmithing), coppersmithing, and tinsmithing—are considered
among the diverse arts of Khomeyn. In the arts of illumination (negargari),
calligraphy, and penmanship as well, Khomeyn ranks among the dynamic and
active regions of Iran and Markkazi Central Province.
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