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Abstract

Sculpture is one of the oldest Iranian arts which found a prominent appearance in the
carving and production of stone tombs and stone lions from the Safavid period and
its effect can be seen in the cemeteries of different regions such as Isfahan,
Chaharmahal and Bakhtiari, Khuzestan, Shiraz, and Lorestan. Muslims, based on
religious and Islamic beliefs and worldviews, believe in the world after death, and
consider it obligatory to honor the memory of a deceased through a sense of
belonging. Therefore, they try to keep his memory alive in the most beautiful way
possible with conventional ceremonies and the implementation of traditional rituals,
especially the installation of a memorial stone along with the name and
characteristics of the deceased. This Post Islam indigenous and long-standing art
found a prominent expression, from the Safavid period in the carving and production
of stone tombs and stone lions. As a manifestation of Islamic art, the tombstone is
the deceased's certificate and also a memorial that is decorated in the form of
inscriptions, literary, religious, epic sketches, and abstract and symbolic images (in
the dignity and description of his social position). The mentioned process is a part of
the prominent tradition and ancient monuments of Muslims and especially Iranians.
This tradition, along with placing a stone lion on the tombstone, is one of the rituals
of honoring the deceased among the Bakhtiari people. A stone lion is a symbolic
element on the graves of brave and famous men who have social dignity and heroic
status. The importance and necessity of the subject of this research is that

tombstones and stone lions along with decorative arrays while having historical,
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memorial, and aesthetic dimensions, are a part of the national cultural identity and
ethnic heritage which deserves to be preserved as a museum and should be presented
in the form of documentation and research to present to the audience and future
generations in addition to physical preservation. In addition, the understanding and
awareness of the inscriptions and paintings on the tombstones of Hafshejan is a path
that leads to comprehending the cultural and social values and the vision of the
natives of the region. This research is of a qualitative and developmental type, and
its prominent features are the field dimension and originality of the subject. The
research method is descriptive-analytical and the method of data collection is both
field and library. The city of Hafshejan, adjacent to Shahrekord in Chaharmahal and
Bakhtiari province, it has been one of the most prominent centers of sculpting and
stone carving in Iran from the past until now. There are many practical stone works
such as stone doors, types of stone mills, plinths, and stone columns of historical
monuments of Chaharmahal and Bakhtiari province, which belong to Khavanin
Bakhtiari. Also, the types and masses of stone tombs and stone lions in the
geography of Bakhtiari (Chaharmahal and Bakhtiari provinces, Isfahan and
Khuzestan), and other diverse stone works, were all created by the artists of
Hafshejan. The stone works of Hefshjan are the result of the thought, taste, and
imaginative creativity of the artists of this country, which have been sculpted and
produced since the Safavid era or more precisely from the Qajar era. By examining
the tombstones and stone lions in the Bozlor cemetery of Hafshejan, it was found
that the old stones based on the limited number of them that remained are cubical,
long, and rectangular which are on their ground. Geometric motifs and beautiful
calligraphies and all kinds of animal motifs, including birds and animals, lions, cows
and calves, camels, goats, and vegetal motifs, including the tree of life, flowers and
vases, sun patterns and ornaments, motifs related to tools. Weaving, hunting,
cleaning and other miscellaneous motifs have been sculpted. These motifs both
reflect the beliefs of artisans and are carved on tombstones and stone lions for
decorative purposes. In addition to the tombstone, the creation of stone lions in
Hefshejan is also one of the important events that have continued from the past to
the present day. In the past, stone lions were produced with an abstract form and
shape, standing and slender, very simple and easy. But today, regardless of the
previous traditions, the artist creates all kinds of stone lions based on creativity and
innovation in various forms, both standing and sitting, small and large, with calm,

angry, or human-like faces, along with elements of war and hunting tools. In
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addition, regardless of the practical aspects of stone lions, today, the artist carves
and produces purely decorative lions in small formats and volumes that this
approach, while creating entrepreneurship and transformation in the use of this

symbolic stone element, helps the economic aspect of such works of art.
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