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1. Introduction

As a treasured form of traditional arts, needlework is an established practice for
decorating textiles and garments. Baluchi-Duzi (Baluchi needlework, also known as
Balochi embroidery) is a type of needlework prevalent in Sistan and Baluchestan,
Iran, carrying a long-standing heritage. Considering that several factors contribute to
the process of designing motifs in Baluchi-Duzi, the main objective of this study
was to trace their sources of meaning. Accordingly, the central question was,How
could the motifs in Baluchi needlework be analyzed and thematically classified
according to the Iranian traditional arts model?

2. Literature Review

In the review of literature on the topic of Baluchi needlework, a crucial early work is
Baluchi Needlework (2010) by SedighehSadeghidokht. Two other recent works
areThe Fine Art of Baluchi-Duzi (2014) and The Encyclopedia of Baluchi-Duzi
and Other Nations(2017), both by Zahra Rigi and KarimKavianiPouya. In their own
way, these books offer valuable information, recording the motifs used in Baluchi-
Duzi. Numerous works have also been published that focus on the introduction of
motifs and semiotics of Baluchi needlework. For instance, “Formal Structure of
Natural Designs in BaluchWomen’ s Needlework (With the Emphasis on Instances
from Saravan Township)”is a notable article by MarziehGhasemi et al. published in
2013 in Negareh Journal. In addition to describing some of the frequent motifs in
Baluchi-Duzi, the article presents a brief, preliminary classification, which can be of
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great importance for a more thorough study. However, it only draws a rough sketch,
dividing the motifs into two general groups: plant and animal (or floral and faunal).
While the article prioritizes the former over the latter, it neglects other groups like
human (figurative) motifs all together. “Comparative Study of Designs of
Kalporegan Potteries and Baloch Needlework” by Amir Nazari et al. (2015),
published in Motaleate-e Tatbiqi-e Honar, analyzes abstraction of motifs in Baluchi
needlework, compares them with the potteries in the region, and highlights their
artistic similarities from an ecological view. In “Symbolic Abstraction in the
Aesthetics of Baluchistan Art, A Case Study of Baluchi People’s Needlework”
(2020), published in Bagh-e Nazar, GolnazKeshavarz and ShohrehJavadi
specifically focus on the abstract and geometrical sewing techniques practiced in the
region. Published in RahpooyeHonar in 2021, “Typology and Analysis of Baloch
Motifs in Balochi Embroidery at Borders and Makran” is a more recent article by
Maryam Taherazizi and AlirezaSheikhi who collect the motifs in Baluchi
needlework with a more extensive outlook. Addressing the gap in previous research,
this study aimed to analyze and classify the motifs in Baluchi needlework based on
the Iranian traditional arts model.

3. Methodology

Utilizing a mixed methods approach, this was descriptive-analytical basic research.
The study population included needlework motifs found in the region of
Baluchestan, Iran, i.e., Sarhad, located on the northern part (specifically Khash), and
Makran, located on the southern part (specifically, Chabahar, Iranshahr, Bampur,
Sarbaz, Nikshahr, Qasr-e Qand, and Lashar). A total of forty-four motifs were
selected from the most common and original motifs in Baluchi-Duzi through
probability sampling. The data were collected via field research (interview and
observation) and documentary research (indexing).

4. Result

Conveying the heritage linked with the identity and life of Baluch women, Baluchi
needlework is among the most original, dated practices for decorating folk costumes
and other textiles. Previous studies have classified the motifs in Baluchi needlework
under a number of categories: geometrical, human, floral, and faunal. Hence, being
geometrical has been defined as a thematic classification. However, the Iranian
traditional arts model indicates that Baluchi needlework motifs are originally
classified based on abstraction and simplification, and almost all of them originate
from broken designs. Therefore, these motifs are essentially geometrical, but can be
thematically categorized into groups including human, faunal, floral, and object.

5. Conclusion

The probable classification of forty-four common motifs in Baluchi needlework
practiced in Sarhad and Makran revealed that six motifs prominently depicted
human figure or human body parts and thirteen motifs were animal images.
Complete faunal motifs such as goats or butterflies were not among the original
motifs in clothing needlework or could be considered imposed and new.
Nonetheless, the use of abstract images of animal parts were confirmed for
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decorating women’s clothing. Additionally, interviews with local needlework artists
invalidated some previous interpretations of the motifs, which have been reiterated
in a number of studies. For example, interpreting the motif of sarvak as a human
form is preferred over its elucidation as a floral or plant form. Out of the forty-four
examined motifs, eight depicted plants and flowers. Moreover, the interpretation of
two motifs as both floral and faunal proved to be true in the diverse geography of
Baluchestan. Fifteen motifs portrayed jewelry, objects, and living spaces of the
Baluchi people, evoking images of jewelry items, enclosure, waterskin, arrow, and
the like. Thus, regardless of some previous studies designed to fit their expected
results, it can be argued that with the predominance of the abstract forms and with
broken and geometrical patterns, the motifs in Baluchi needlework can be classified
into four thematic groups: human, faunal, floral, and object. In contrast to the results
of previous studies, which were influenced by invented classifications or merely
relied on data obtained from library research, the findings suggested that faunal
motifs like pad gurbak, which is rooted in the nomadic lifestyle in the region, could
be found in high quantity and variety similar to floral motifs. Furthermore, human
motifs like telengak were the next most frequent, conveying metaphorical meanings
in Baluchi needlework.
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