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Introduction

Bushehr’s coastline on the northern bank of the Persian Gulf undoubtedly
constituted a perfect geographic, economic and demographic cycle. Longitudinally
this cycle extended along an area from Qolzom Sea (the Red Sea) to the Sanji Sea
(the South China Sea) and historically it stretched back well into millennia. To such
a rich littoral culture a “System of knowledge” is a principal part which was
generated and inherited from generations to generations. It can be logically assumed
that the mentioned knowledge was not only limited to the naval staff but was
connected deeply into the local folk’s dispositions, folklore, ship making technics,
and navigation skills. In spite of the undeniable stature of Busheht’s naval system of
knowledge, unfortunately, the entire existing textual heritage includes two works,
Selsele-al-TavarikhyaAkhbar al-Sin va al-Hind (the Chain of Histories or the News
of China and India)' and Ajayed-al-Makhlughat (the Strangest of the Creatures)’.
How one can grasp the contradiction, i.e. the existence of a notable system of
knowledge of which a scanty original literature is available? Here, the Giddensian
distinction between “Tacit knowledge” and “Discursive knowledge” can be hired.
Bushehr’s naval knowledge, seemingly, is a “Tacit knowledge”. In fact, this
knowledge and the culture of its reforms have been created and disseminated among
a small group of people, not as a discipline for conscious dissemination for training
and empowerment in order to predict and control nature.

Literature Review

The dominant culture and technics along the Iranian coastline of the Persian Gulf
has long since been left unnoticed in academic researchesin this region. Aside from
the two original sources mentioned above, even the contemporary literature like
Mohammad-BaqgerVosoghi’sTarikh-e Khlij-e Fars vaMamalek-e Hamjavar (A
History of the Persian Gulf and its Neighboring Territories) and Tarikh-e Mohajerat-
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e AqvamdarKhlij-e Fars (A History on Mass Migrations around the Persian Gulf)1,
the both cover almost the same topics, have disregarded marine culture and technics
of Bushehr’s coastline altogether. Similarly, other original sources such as Tarikh-e
Ja’fari, Montakhab-al-Tavarikh, and Tarikh-e Vassaf propose no analytic outlook
and fell silent on technical aspects of navigation. Ground researches and travelogues
also share the prevalent mode since works by Ahmad Eghtedari, Mohammad-
Hassan Semsar, and Mohammad-BagerVosoghi concentrate on the vestiges,
maritime and land routes, shifts in the commercial epicenters around the Persian
Gulf, and political developments.3 Accordingly, the precise contribution of the
present article to the existing literature is portraying Bushehr’s naval culture and
scrutinizing the “System of knowledge” generated in that context.

Methodology

Methodologically, the present text, applying a descriptive-explicative framework,
has collected all existing data from a wide range of original sources and organized
them into five main categories. In this regard, most of the analytic propositions that
the text suggest, relying on “Historism” as its analytic approach, are derived from
the internal dynamism of the data. On some principal terms, however, hypothesis of
prominent scholars have been referred here,Brudel’s term of “City”, Simmel’s term
of “Money”, Giddens’s term of “System of knowledge”.

Conclusion

The conclusion of the authors is that the "Knowledge system" emerging from the
Bushehr coast is included in five main categories.The first one is “Oceanography”
which signifies the knowledge of individual characteristics of each sea alongside
with theirs’ subsurface and surface impediments. The second is “Navigation” that
implies the needed experiences as well as the spirit which are unavoidable to survive
the nautical threats. The third is “The knowledge of marine goods” which was
critical to enable the navigator to recognize the individual goods and main suppliers
of each sea the skill on which a profitable voyage was depended. The forth is “Pearl
hunting” which clarifies the centers of pearl farm in the pre-industrial world as well
as the essential skills that proficient divers should possess. The fifth is “Ship making
technics” to which multiple sources attest and confirm the existence of a domestic
ship making industry along Bushehr’s coastline.

Keywords: Bushehr, Persian Gulf, Culture, Navigation, Ship Making,System of
Knowledge
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